
Mrs. Maria Ricardo – 4th & 5th Grade Science Teacher 
 

Mrs. Ricardo is a native New Yorker, which is where she began her teaching career.  She taught 5th 
Grade Alert, a gifted program, for 5 years and 3rd Grade Alert for 3 years at P.S. 279 Herman 
Schreiber School in Brooklyn. She is a Certified Teacher in both New York State and the State of 
Florida. Maria has 2 children, Christopher (18) and Francesca (15). Maria decided to take time off to 
focus on raising a family when her son was 1 year old. During this time, she relocated to Miami for 
her husband’s job. It was always her intention to go back to teaching as soon as both of her chil-
dren were in school full time, but she believes God had other plans for her. 
Just before Christopher’s 3rd birthday, he was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis, a genetic lung disease 
for which there is no cure. This catapulted Maria and her family into starting a non-profit founda-
tion, The Christopher Ricardo Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, to raise awareness of the disease and vital 

funds for a cure.  To date they have raised over 2.5 million dollars for cystic fibrosis research. 
Now that Christopher is starting college at the University of Miami this fall and Francesca is a sophomore at Carrollton 
School of the Sacred Heart, Mrs. Ricardo feels it is finally her time to go back into the classroom. She is really looking for-
ward to joining the St. Rose of Lima family and eager to have a beautiful school year with her students! 
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Mr. JC Gutierrez– Middle School Social Studies Teacher 
 

Mr. JC Gutierrez is a recent graduate from Florida International University. During his time there, he 

honed his teaching skills through volunteer work, mentorship programs and summer camps. Mr. 

Gutierrez received grants and fellowships to hold workshops geared towards the arts, in order to 

give at-risk youth the opportunity to have a voice and harness creativity. He spearheaded work-

shops such as the Emily Dickinson Young Poets Festival, the Emerging Movie Makers, and Flying 

Solo. Aside from his one-on-one mentorships with middle school children, he took on the Theatre 

curriculum for a homeschooling organization and dedicated his free time to help build social skills 

and bring out the unique talents of all the students. He also organized and directed several fundraisers in his university 

with a strong emphasis on youth empowerment and enrichment. Mr. Gutierrez has interned with college professors in first 

year classes as a Teacher Assistant. As a Bachelor of Fine Arts major, his experience teaching has been mainly in the per-

forming arts; however, Mr. Gutierrez is an advocate of history and believes that being well rounded in Social Studies gives 

young people a step ahead in our current world. He is excited to bring his passion and enthusiasm to the student body at 

Saint Rose of Lima and join a dedicated team to maintain and improve the quality of the community.  

Ms. Patricia Zuniga–  2nd Grade Teacher’s Assistant 
 

A recent graduate from Barry University with a Bachelor’s in music with a specialization in vocal 
performance, Ms. Zuniga is deeply passionate about performing, teaching, and creating music. As a 
multifaceted musician, she has been a music director for various Catholic Churches and has vast 
amounts of experience as a solo singer as well as singing in choirs. As an instrumentalist, she’s 
skilled in playing the guitar, piano, ukulele, and percussion. Patricia comes from a big family, where 
she is the second oldest of 11 children. Taking her role as their big sister very seriously, she grew up 
surrounded by children, helping her parents raise her younger siblings. She is very fond of children 
and enjoys watching them grow and she’s eager to help all children develop their abilities, skills, 
and confidence. Being part of such a large family comes with its ups and downs, but in the midst of 
every situation, the Lord has always provided for them, because of this, she has grown strong in her 

faith. This led her to find her calling in life, which is to sing. By doing so, she was able to express emotions, especially those 
kept deep inside, and use it give thanks to the Lord in a way that words by themselves simply could not do. She strives to 
create an environment that can allow the youth in today’s society to have a positive place where they can be themselves 
and belong, have fun, and most important grow, not only physically but also spiritually.  
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Ms. Jennifer Zabalo– Performing Arts Teacher 

Born and raised in Miami Florida, Ms. Jennifer Zabalo is a proud graduate of New World School of 
the Arts with a Bachelors of Fine Arts, and honors degree from the University of Florida. With her 
conservatory training she began working alongside professional theater companies such as City 
Theatre, Micro Theater, Empire Stage, and Island City Shorts just to name a few. As a working ac-
tress by night and teacher by day, Jennifer was able to share her professional experiences with 
her students. While teaching at the Christ Fellowship Academy for the last five years, Jennifer 
worked hard to establish a well-rounded Fine Arts program that competed on several different 
levels of competition, and earned an assortment of awards including what would be their first 
State Competition win. As the Music Teacher she also directed a number of shows for various 
grade levels. The most rewarding part of her job is instilling confidence in her students so their 
God given talents can shine brighter than ever.  

Ms. Regine Severe– PreK3 Teacher 
Ms. Regine Severe emigrated from Haiti 9 years ago, following the 2010 earthquake that devas-
tated most of her country. In Haiti, Ms. Severe worked as the administrator for a United Nations’ 
funded project. She also served as a Program Manager for the United States Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID).  In Miami, she worked as the Director of a Childcare center and also 
served as its VPK program coordinator.  Ms. Severe is an active member of the Head Start        
Program.  She serves as Policy Committee chair since 2014. 
Ms. Severe has joined Saint Rose of Lima's community as a parent since 2016.  Serving the school 
became of particular value; she was bound to cooperate actively in curricular activities. She held 
two positions simultaneously, last school year: Teacher's assistant and Assistant to the Dean of 
Students and Academic Affairs. This year, she will serve as a Pre-K 3 teacher, allowing her to work 
closely with the children, an activity that brings her immense joy. 

Mrs. Carrie Reynoso– 3rd Grade Teacher 
 

Mrs. Carrie Reynoso comes to us from right inside our own community.  She is a graduate of Bar-
ry University where she earned her BS degree in Elementary education.  She has 20+ years of 
teaching experience at various grade levels; however, the majority of her time in the classroom 
has been teaching 3rd grade. Mrs. Reynoso has extensive training in student engagement,  
social emotional learning, differentiated instruction, assessment, and instructional coach-
ing.  She recently received a degree in International School Leadership.  She believes that       stu-
dent success is created through meaningful relationships, and prides herself in creating a class-
room that is safe for all students to take academic and social risks.   
Carrie is married to Luis (a St.Rose alumni) and has 2 children.  Emma 6th grade and Alexander 
8th grade.   

Mrs. Hope Hicks– Kindergarten Teacher 
 

After growing up in the state of California, attending college at California State University, Sacra-
mento and teaching 1st grade, Mrs. Hicks recently relocated to Miami as a newlywed. During her 
undergraduate degree, Mrs. Hicks spent the final semester completing grants and brochures to 
implement Common Core Standards into school field trips. As a graduate student, she has spent 
many hours volunteering in multiple schools ranging from Kindergarten to Extended Education. 
Much of Mrs. Hicks’s experience has been spent in resource, SDC and mild/mod classrooms. In 
the classroom she has enjoyed implementing outside learning activities and opportunities for chil-
dren to explore and implement what they have learned. Mrs. Hicks enjoys attending weekly mass 
with her family and being involved in her church community. While in California, she enjoyed be-
ing involved in the community and helping coach the high school tennis team. Mrs. Hicks is look-
ing forward to joining the Saint Rose family and becoming an integral part of the community.    


