
Top 10 Exciting Improvements  
for August 2019! 

 
1. We’re delighted with the growing interest in our preschool and have decided to open a second 3yr old        

classroom! With this ongoing growth, we have invested in a comprehensive, research-based curriculum,        
Creative Classroom, that features exploration and discovery as a way of learning, enabling children to develop 
confidence, creativity, and lifelong critical thinking skills.  

2. Wait until you see what we’ve done with our Computer Lab! This space has been entirely transformed to        
further enhance 21st century learning at SRL. In lieu of working independently behind a desktop, students will 
collaborate with classmates to learn by design and create fascinating projects integrating STREAM (Science, 
Technology, Religion, Engineering, Art, Math) concepts. Computer programming, coding, animation, design and 
more will be introduced across campus! 

3. Transitioning away from the ordinary structure of pulling students for small group interventions, we have estab-
lished an innovative small group high potential learning program, SOAR, to meet the needs of all students in 
grades K-5. This year, our homeroom teachers are partnering with the St. Joseph Workshop team to break each 
class into small groups to provide added instructional support for Reading and Math. The SOAR program will be 
blocked similarly to an elective but will occur three times per week/40 minutes each session. We’re confident 
students of all learning levels, including our most advanced, will benefit from this new program and look    
forward to witnessing our Cardinal’s SOAR in confidence and skillset!  

4. In partnership with the Miami Shores Police Department, there will be an off-duty police officer assigned to St. 
Rose of Lima during regular school hours. The assigned officers will patrol the perimeter of our buildings and 
respond to any concerning matters. We’re confident this heightened level of security will provide a greater 
sense of comfort for our students, parents, faculty and staff. 

5. In preparation for the Middle School transition, we have decided to departmentalize grades 4 & 5. Students will 
now have the unique opportunity to benefit from each of our wonderful 4th and 5th grade teachers. Mrs.  
Cuadrado will teach Math, Miss Crush will teach Social Studies & Religion, Mrs. Ricardo will teach Science, and 
all students will have Mrs. Farrell for Language Arts. Our teachers are excited with this new structure and we’re 
sure your children will be too! 

6. We know that students learn best when they feel their work is meaningful and can demonstrate their learning. 
It’s because of this reason, our teachers in grades 3-5 will be using the digital portfolio resource, Seesaw, to 
help make learning fun while at school. Using an iPad, students will have the opportunity to create a digital 
timeline of their projects and explain what they have learned along the way. One of the program’s unique      
features is that students will be able to share their work with their parents, who can then leave a comment!  

7. This year, select 7th grade students will be given the opportunity to take Honors Algebra I for high school    
credit using the Archdiocese of Miami’s Virtual School. Upon successful completion of the course, these         
students may be eligible to then take Geometry (Sophomore level course) in 8th grade. We’re pleased to offer 
these opportunities to our most advanced learners! 

8. Campus upkeep projects have been taking place throughout the summer, including the replacement of water 
fountains, redesign of our computer lab, resurfacing the parking lot and bistro area, replacing the roof over the 
gym and preschool classrooms, improving the safety of our playgrounds, air conditioning repairs, exterior and 
interior painting, and much more! Soon, we hope to begin replacing all classroom doors with steel and high  
security locks. 

9. Miami Prime Catering has become our primary food service provider for school lunches and events. Students 
and staff will be treated to a variety of fresh and healthy food options that are sure to be enjoyed by all.   

10. We’re gearing up for the reaccreditation of our school scheduled for April 2020! We look forward to              
collaborating with all school families, students, teachers and staff to prepare for this important process. 

 
Thank you for your positive spirit and dedication to St. Rose of Lima!!!!  

 


